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Counseling Compact Rules Committee Meeting
May 28, 2026, 12:00 p.m. ET
Zoom

Committee Members Present - Voting
Angie Smith, Chair

Tony Alden, Vice Chair

Milagros Collazo

Denise Hutchins

Gloria Lindsey

Dr. Gerard Lawson joined at 12:07 pm

Committee Members Absent - Voting
Ashleigh Irving
LeeAnn Mordecai

Ex Officio Members Present
Tony Onorato
Dr. Robinson

Legal Counsel Present
Nahale Kalfas

CC Staff Present

Greg Searls, Executive Director
Michelle Lynch, Program Coordinator
Members of the public were present.

Welcome & Call to Order

e Chair Smith called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m. ET

Roll Call

e Director Searls called the roll. Committee members were present as noted above. A
quorum was established with 5 of 8 voting committee members present.

Review and Adoption of the Agenda



Chair Smith reviewed the agenda and asked for any discussion. She noted that the
agenda would need to be amended to include a review of public comments on the
proposed rules.

Motion: Vice Chair Alden made a motion to adopt the agenda as amended. M.
Collazo seconded the motion. All committee members present voted in favor. The
motion carried unanimously.

Review and Adoption of the Minutes

Chair Smith invited a review of the minutes from the previous meeting. No changes
were proposed.

Motion: Vice Chair Alden made a motion to adopt the April meeting minutes as
presented. D. Hutchins seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.

Rule on Consistent Credentialing Survey Results

The committee reviewed the survey results regarding how to display Compact
privileges credentials.

Based on the survey results, the committee agreed to move forward with the
highest-ranked option: "Counseling Compact - Privilege to Practice — [State
Abbreviation(s)]" with all terms spelled out and the applicable state or states listed.
Motion: D. Hutchins made the motion to move forward with the Counseling
Compact Privilege to Practice spelled out. G. Lindsey seconded the motion. The
motion carried unanimously

Third Party Website and App Review Policy

Director Searls reported that he had been contacted by an individual who created a
website intended to help practitioners determine whether they are eligible to
participate in the Counseling Compact and to help track CE requirements, etc. After
reviewing the website, he provided feedback to correct information that could have
been misleading. However, concerns were raised that such reviews could be
perceived as an endorsement by the Commission.

Director Searls and Legal Counsel reviewed a draft Third-Party Website and
Application Policy. Legal Counsel explained that the policy is intended to address
the risk of misinformation while avoiding any obligation for the Commission to
review or approve third-party materials. The draft also excludes ex officio
organizations from the definition of third parties.

The committee reviewed the draft policy and discussed revisions to clarify the
language and intent of the policy.

Motion: Vice Chair Alden made the motion to send the policy regarding third-party
compact web-related websites, materials, and applications to Executive
Committee. Dr. Lawson seconded the motion. The motion carried unanimously.



Records Retention Policy

Bylaw

The committee reviewed the draft Records Retention Policy.

Legal Counsel Kalfas explained that records maintained within CompactConnect
are currently retained indefinitely, so this policy is for records maintained internally
by the Commission rather than records housed within CompactConnect.

The committee discussed whether the policy should include detailed retention
schedules for specific categories of documents. Members noted that, as a relatively
new organization, the Commission may not yet have a complete understanding of
all records that will need to be retained. The committee agreed that a broader, more
general policy would be appropriate at this time and could be revised in the future
as needed.

Legal Counsel Kalfas recommended tabling further discussion of the policy to allow
additional time to develop and refine the draft before bringing it back to the
committee for consideration.

Revision

The committee discussed a potential bylaw revision intended to increase
participation by member states in Commission committees.

Dr. Robinson asked how such a requirement would be enforced. Legal Counsel
Kalfas explained that the Commission does not have the authority to remove a
delegate from their position; only the appointing state may do so. However, with
Executive Committee input, the Commission may remove individuals from
committee appointments if they are not actively participating.

The committee discussed whether it would be beneficial to gather feedback from
delegates before pursuing a bylaw amendment. Members considered distributing a
survey or informal poll to gauge support for increased participation requirements
and better understand any barriers to involvement.

June Meeting

Chair Smith explained that there will not be a June meeting due to scheduling
conflicts, as several committee members will be traveling to attend a conference.

Committee questions or comments

No Comments were received.

Public Comment

No Comments were received.

Adjourn



e Hearing no objections, Chair Smith declared the meeting adjourned at 1:25 p.m. ET



